Iraq must also attain their complete freedom. It must be clearly
understood that such of these countries as are under Japanese
control now must not subsequently be placed.under the rule or
control of any other colonial power.
While the A. I. C. C. must primarily be concerned with the
independence and defence of India in this hour of danger, the
Committee is of opinion that the future peace, security and
ordered progress of the world demand a world federation of free
nations, and on no other basis can the problems of the modem
world be solved. Such a world federation would ensure the '
freedom of its constituent nations, the prevention of aggression
and exploitation by one nation over another, the protection of
national minorities, the advancement of all backward areas and
peoples, and the pooling of the world's resources for the com-
mon good of all. On the establishment of such a world federation,
disarmament would be practicable in all countries, national
armies, navy and air forces would no longer be necessary, and
a world federal defence force would keep the world peace and
prevent aggression.
An Independent India would gladly join such a world
federation and co-operate on an equal basis with other countries
in the solution of international problems.
Such a federation would be open to all nations who agree
with its fundamental principles. In view of the war, however,
the federation must inevitably, to begin with, be confined to the
United Nations. Such a step taken now will have a most power-
ful effect on the war, on the peoples of the Axis countries, and
on the peace to come.
The Committee regretfully realizes, however, that despite
the tragic and overwhelming lessons of the war and the perils
that overhang the world, the governments of few countries are
yet prepared to take this inevitable step towards world federa-
tion. The reactions of the British Government and the misguided
criticisms of the foreign press also make it clear that even the
obvious demand for India's independence is resisted, though
this has been made essentially to meet the present peril and to
enable India to defend herself and help China and Russia in their
hour of need. The Committee is anxious not to embarrass in
any way the defence of China or Russia, whose freedom is
precious and must be preserved, or to jeopardize the defensive
capacity of the United Nations. But the peril grows both to India
and these nations, and inaction and submission to a foreign
administration at this 'stage is not only degrading India and
seducing her capacity to defend herself and resist aggression,
no answer to that growing peril and is no service to the